
Summer 2018 Recommended Reading 

Incoming Sixth Grade 
 

Summer is a great time to read!  The books on this list are just a sampling of the wonderful books available.  

There are many other places to get recommendations including: 

 

● Todd Library’s online catalog, http://stms.opals.dcboces.org, which includes reader reviews. 

● Poughkeepsie Public Library District,  poklib.org. 

● your friends and family!   

● simply try a Google search using a search term such as “great books for 6th graders”. 

 

Adventure/Survival Fiction 

 

Can You Survive Storm Chasing? An Interactive Survival Adventure (You Choose...Survival series) 112 p. 

Will you survive tornadoes, hurricanes, and flash floods?  Read this book and make choices along the way that 

will determine your survival in the midst of storms. 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (Hatchet series) 195 p. 

After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive with 

only the aid of a hatchet given to him by his mother and learning also to deal with his parents' divorce. 

 

The Marvels by Brian Selznick  665 p. 

In 1766, a boy, Billy Marvel, is shipwrecked, rescued, and goes on to found a brilliant family of actors that 

flourishes in London until 1900. Nearly a century later, Joseph Jervis, runs away from home, seeking refuge 

with his uncle in London, and is captivated by the Marvel house, with its portraits and ghostly presences. 

 

The Secret Keepers by Trenton Lee Stewart  501 p. 

When twelve-year-old Reuben finds a peculiar, magical watch that has the power to turn its wearer invisible, 

he's propelled on the adventure of a lifetime.  

 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz (Alex Rider series) (Adventure Fiction) 234 p. 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced into continuing 

his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 

 

Biography/Memoir 

 

Courage to Soar : A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance by Simone Biles with Michelle Burford   250 p. 

Simone Biles’ entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her hometown 

of Spring, Texas, but her talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world.  

 

Little Leaders : Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison 87 p. 

Contains forty short biographies of trailblazing African American women in American history.  Among these 

biographies, readers will find heroes, role models and everyday women who did extraordinary things. 

 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier (graphic memoir) 218 p. 

The author relates, in a graphic novel, her experiences after she injured her two front teeth and had to have 

surgeries and wear embarrassing braces and headgear, all while also dealing with the trials of middle school. 

 

 

 

Biography/Memoir (continued) 

http://stms.opals.dcboces.org/
http://poklib.org/


 

Steve Jobs Insanely Great by Jessie Hartland (Graphic Biography)  223 p. 

A biography, in graphic format, of computer pioneer Steve Jobs, from his childhood in San Francisco through 

his creation of and success with Apple Computer, to his death in 2011 at the age of 56. 

 

Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom by Lynda Blackmon Lowery (memoir) 127 p. 

Lynda Blackmon Lowery was the youngest marcher in the 1965 voting rights march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama.  Jailed eleven times before her fifteenth birthday, Lowery fought alongside Martin 

Luther King, Jr. for the rights of African-Americans. 

 

Who is Bill Gates? (Who Was--? series) by Patricia Demuth 105 p. 

A biography of Bill Gates, an American business magnate, investor, philanthropist, and author. 

 

Who was Isaac Newton (Who Was--? series) by Janet B. Pascal 104 p. 

A biography of physicist Isaac Newton, who found that gravity affects the movements of Earth and the other 

planets in space. 

 

Classics 

 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott, 449 p. 

The adventures of Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy as they grew into young ladies in mid-nineteenth-century New 

England. 

 

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 298 p.  

Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin and 

the mysteries of a locked garden. 

 

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson  (original version or abridged Classic Starts version) 349 p. 

An innkeeper's son finds a treasure map that leads him to a pirate's fortune. 

 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 437 p. 

This classic tells the adventures of a French professor and his two companions as they sail above and below the 

world's oceans as prisoners on the fabulous electric submarine of the deranged Captain Nemo. 

 

Fantasy 

 

Eragon by Christopher Paolini (Inheritance series) 509 p. 

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his 

life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters. 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Regan Barnhill 388 p. 

This fantasy is about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon,who must 

unlock the powerful magic buried deep inside her. 

 

Into the Wild by Erin Hunter (Warriors series) 272 p.  

Rusty, a bored house kitten, is apprenticed by the ThunderClan and must struggle to fit in when the group of 

feral cats is threatened by the enemy ShadowClan. 

 

 

Fantasy (continued) 

 

The Land of Stories : The Wishing Spell by Chris Colfer  (Land of Stories series) 437p., 



Through the mysterious powers of a book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their world behind and find 

themselves in a land full of wonder and magic where they meet fairy tale characters they grew up reading about. 

 

Lost in a Book by Jennifer Donnelly (Lost in a Book series) 341 p. 

Belle, a captive in the Beast's castle, has become accustomed to her new home and has befriended its 

inhabitants. When she comes upon Nevermore, an enchanted book unlike anything else she has seen in the 

castle, Belle finds herself pulled into its pages and transported to a world of glamour and intrigue.  

 

The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibuishi  (Amulet series) (Graphic Fantasy) 200 p. 

After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin move with their mother to the strange home of her 

deceased great-grandfather.   Before long, a sinister creature lures their mom through a door in the basement. 

Em and Navin, desperate not to lose her, follow her into an underground world inhabited by unusual creatures. 

 

The Wild Robot (Wild Robot series) by Peter Brown (279 p.) 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island. She 

has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is - but she knows she needs to survive. Her only hope for 

survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. As Roz 

slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home - until, one day, the robot's mysterious past  

comes back to haunt her. 

 

Wishtree by Katherine Applegate 215 p. 

An old red oak tree tells how he and his crow friend, Bongo, help their human neighbors get along after a threat 

against an immigrant family is carved into the tree's trunk. 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (Seeds of America Series) 300 p. 

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 

Revolutionary War. 

 

The Hero Two Doors Down by Sharon Robinson 202 p. 

Eight-year-old Steve Satlow is thrilled when Jackie Robinson moves into his Jewish neighborhood in Brooklyn 

in 1948, although many of his neighbors are not, and when Steve actually meets his hero he is even more 

excited--and worried that a misunderstanding over a Christmas tree could damage his new friendship. 

 

In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall 165 p. 

Teased for his fair coloring, eleven-year-old Jimmy McClean travels with his maternal grandfather, Nyles High 

Eagle, to learn about his Lakota heritage while visiting places significant in the life of Crazy Horse, the 

nineteenth-century Lakota leader and warrior. This story weaves the past with the present. 

 

A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 317 p. 

When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother and her brother were trapped on the eastern side where they 

lived.  Her father and her other brother, Dominic, were in the West.  Four years later, Gerta sees her father on a 

viewing platform on the western side and realizes he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom. 

 

 

 

Historical Fiction (continued) 
 

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

A young girl with a disability and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during 

World War II.  There they find life is much sweeter now that they are away from their cruel mother. 



 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk (2017 Newbery Honor Book) 291 p. 

Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's right in the face of a manipulative and violent new 

bully who targets people Annabelle cares about, including a homeless World War I veteran. 

 

Mystery 

 

At the Bottom of the World by Bill Nye 244 p. 

Traveling to Antarctica for a prestigious science competition, twelve-year-old Jack and his genius foster 

siblings, Ava and Matt, become caught up in a mystery involving a missing scientist. 

 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein (Mr. Lemoncello’s Library series) 290 p. 

Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight with fellow students in the new town library, designed by his hero, 

the famous game maker, Luigi Lemoncello. Come morning, they must work together to solve puzzles in order 

to escape. 

 

Loot : How to Steal a Fortune by Jude Watson 266 p. 

When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious jewel thief, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to "find 

jewels" and this instruction leads the boy to Jules, the twin sister he never knew he had--and the perfect partner 

to carry on the family business. 

 

The Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan (The 39 Clues Series) 220 p. 

What if you discovered that your family was one of the most powerful in human history and the source of the 

family's power was hidden in 39 clues around the world?  Would you  take a million dollars and walk away or 

get the first clue?  If you're Amy and Dan Cahill, you take the clue and begin a very dangerous race. 

 

Secrets in the Snow  by Michaela MacColl 264 p. 

The young Jane Austen is not interested in getting married, although she does find the mysterious Mr. Lefroy an 

intriguing possibility. First, though, she has to deal with the accusation that her cousin Eliza is a French spy, and 

solve a murder. 

 

Nonfiction 

 

Coding in Scratch : Projects Workbook by Steve Setford and Jon Woodcock 40 p. 

This is a fun, practical introduction to coding your own projects in Scratch, the free online coding platform.  

Learn the skills you need with these easy-to-understand instructions and helpful illustrations. 

 

Falcons by Melissa Gish ( Living Wild  series) 46 p. 

This book looks at falcons, including their habitats, physical characteristics such as their wings, behaviors, 

relationships with humans, and their threatened status in the world today. 

 

I Survived True Stories : Five Epic Disasters by Lauren Tarshis 136 p. 

These five true stories of survival feature real kids in the midst of epic disasters. From a group of students 

surviving the 9.0 earthquake that set off a historic tsunami in Japan, to a boy nearly frozen on the prairie in 

1888, these unforgettable kids lived to tell tales of unimaginable destruction. 

Nonfiction (continued) 
 

Minecraft Essential Handbook by Stephanie Milton 95 p. 

Learn how to find resources, make a shelter, craft tools, armor, and weapons, and protect yourself from 

monsters.  This is the definitive guide to surviving your first few days in Minecraft. 

 

Plastic Ahoy! Investigating the Great Pacific Garbage Patch by Patricia Newman 48 p. 



Follow a team of researchers investigating the great Pacific garbage patch and examining the effects of plastic 

waste on marine life. 

 

Sticky Fingers : DIY Duct Tape Projects by Sophie Maletsky 237 p. 

This book offers the basics of creating crafts with duct tape and has over 50 projects using skills and tips for 

taking your projects to the next level.  

 

Realistic Fiction 

 

11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass (Wish Novels series) 267 p. 

After celebrating their first nine, same-day birthdays together, Amanda and Leo had a falling out on their tenth 

and haven’t spoken to each other for the last year.  They prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday separately, 

but peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to repeat itself over and over again. 

 

Awkward (Berrybrook Middle School series, graphic novel) by Svetlana Chmakova 210 p. 

After shunning Jaime, the school nerd, on her first day at a new middle school, Penelope Torres tries to blend in 

with her new friends in the art club, until the art club goes to war with the science club, of which Jaime is a 

member. 

 

The Contract by Derek Jeter (Derek Jeter series) 151 p. 

In Kalamazoo, Michigan, eight-year-old Derek Jeter, who dreams of playing for the New York Yankees, learns 

what it takes to be a champion on and off the field. 

 

Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly (313 p.) 

The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and 

Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 

 

Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life James Patterson (Middle School series) (Humor) 281 p. 

When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," to create a game to 

make school more fun by trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 

 

The Only Game by Mike Lupica (Home Team Series) 310 p. 

Sixth grade is supposed to be the year that Jack Callahan would lead his team to a record-shattering season and 

the Little League World Series, but after the death of his brother he loses interest in baseball. Only Cassie, star 

of the girls' softball team, seems to understand. 

 

Restart by Gordon Korman 243 p. 

Chase does not remember falling off the roof, in fact he does not remember anything about himself, and when 

he gets back to middle school he begins to learn who he was through the reactions of the other kids--trouble is, 

he really is not sure he likes the Chase that is being revealed, but can he take the opportunity amnesia has 

provided and restart his life? 

 

 

Science Fiction 

 

Going Wild by Lisa McMann  375 p. 

Charlie Wilde knew her life would change forever when her family moved from Chicago to the suburbs of 

Arizona-and that was before she found the bracelet. After putting it on, she notices odd things start to happen. 

Charlie is forced to put her trust in new friends to help uncover the truth behind the mysterious bracelet. 

 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman  (Masterminds series) 323 p. 



Serenity, New Mexico, is the perfect town. With a population of only 158, everyone knows everyone. There is 

no crime and any sort of bad behavior is forbidden. Most of the children have never left Serenity, nor do they 

want to. Why would they, when they live in a Utopian society? But is it really as wonderful as they think? 

 

Space Case (Moon Base Alpha series) by Stuart Gibbs 337 p. 

Dashiell Gibson, who lives on Moon Base Alpha, has to solve a murder of one of the moon's most prominent 

doctors. 

 

The Relic War (Daniel Coldstar series)  294 p. 

Below the surface on a forgotten planet, Daniel Coldstar searches for relics from a lost civilization. Daniel has 

no memory of his past. All he knows is to do his job and fear the masters of the mines. Until he unearths a relic 

more powerful than anything he has ever seen. A relic that might help him escape... What follows is an epic 

outer space adventure filled with Truth Seekers, anatoms, Leechers, and the evil Sinja who seek to control the 

universe 

 

A Wrinkle in Time  by Madeleine L’Engle 203 p. 

Meg and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has 

disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government. 


